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Sunday School - 9 a.m. 
 Worship - 10:15 a.m.  

Service of Holy Communion each week
Reverend Jean Kuebler, Pastor

“TOP TEN” 
This “top ten” list was the basis of my remarks at our 
recent tenth anniversary celebration dinner. I thought it 
might also be worth sharing here.

Ten things I’ve learned in ten years with BSULC:

 10. Not to leave my sunglasses on top of the potato plow. 

 9. How to pull corn and how to plant sweet potatoes. 

 8. A whole lot more about the details of building 
projects and finances than I ever expected to know. 

 7. That even though I’ve learned a lot about building a 
website, working with PowerPoint, and using social media 
in ministry, I’m still a klutz with using the wireless mic. 

 6. That people, ministry, and relationships matter more 
than any building.

 5. That the building is still important—because it  
provides a place for that ministry to happen. 

 4. That Holy Communion still fills me with joy and  
wonder and that God still provides the words for me to 
preach the Gospel. 

 3. Never to underestimate how easily people can be 
hurt and offended by one another. But also never to 
underestimate how resilient people can be, how generous, 
and how willing to forgive. 

 2. That every single human being is interesting and 
beautiful and worth my careful attention, because every 
single human being has been created in the divine image, 
and is someone for whom Christ died. 









































A Message from Pastor Jean

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

 1. That maybe it really is possible to give thanks at all 
times and for all things, and that God’s grace is more 
amazing than I had imagined. 

I am grateful for the journey so far, and grateful for all 
of you!

Christ’s peace,
Pastor Jean 

“Come - let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.” Revelation 22:17
We have something to Share...

 Everyone is welcome, please join us in our mission of 

OUTREACH:

 O Opportunities for worship, prayer and fellowship

 U Uniting in ministry, rooted in Word and Sacrament

 T Teaching God’s Word

 R Reaching out to others, healing and helping

 E Empowering all to use their gifts

 A Accepting of everyone

 C Christ-centered, caring community

 H Holy Spirit-guided

February
Mon 8 10:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m.    Merry Makers
Tue 9 7 p.m. Council Meeting
Wed 10 7 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service at Center
Fri 12 Noon Lenten Luncheon at 1st United Presbyterian
Sat 13 6 p.m. Valentines Day Dinner & Dance
Sun	 14	 1	p.m.	 Confirmation	Class	at	BSU
Wed	17	 TBD	 Midweek	Lenten	Service,	location	TBD
Fri 19 Noon Lenten Luncheon at 1st United Presbyterian
Wed	24	 TBD	 Midweek	Lenten	Service,	location	TBD
Fri 26 Noon Lenten Luncheon at 1st United Presbyterian
Sun	 28	 3–5	p.m.	 Food	Bank	setup
	 	 1	p.m.	 Confirmation	Class	at	BSU
Mon	29	 9–11	a.m.	Help	with	Food	Bank	distribution

March
Wed	 2	 TBD	 Midweek	Lenten	Service,	location	TBD
Fri 4 Noon Lenten Luncheon at 1st United Presbyterian
Sat 5 4–7 p.m. Potpie Dinner
Tue 8 7 p.m. Council Meeting
Wed	 9	 TBD	 Midweek	Lenten	Service,	location	TBD
Fri 11 Noon Lenten Luncheon at 1st United Presbyterian
Sat	 12	 1	p.m.	 Easter	Egg	Hunt	at	BSU
Sun	 13	 1	p.m.	 Confirmation	Class	at	BSU
Mon 14 10:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m.    Merry Makers
Wed	16	 TBD	 Midweek	Lenten	Service,	location	TBD
Thu	 17	 6	p.m.	 Seder	Meal	at	BSU
Fri 18 Noon Lenten Luncheon at 1st United Presbyterian
Sun	 20	 3–5	p.m.	 Food	Bank	setup
Mon	21	 9–11	a.m.	Help	with	Food	Bank	distribution
Thu 24 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service at St Peters
Fri 25 3 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy at Zion
  7 p.m.   Cross Walk
Sat	 26	 7	p.m.	 Easter	Vigil	Service	at	BSU
Sun 27 7 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service
	 	 		 Followed	by	breakfast
  10:15 a.m. Easter Worship Service 
Sun	 28		3–5	p.m.	 Youth	&	Fellowship	-	Bowling	at	Midway	Bowling
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February 7, Transfiguration of our Lord:  The feast of the 
Transfiguration signals the end of the Epiphany season, as Jesus 
is revealed on the mountaintop in glory. At the same time, he 
calls us to follow him back down from the mountaintop, back 
into this suffering world that cries out for healing, to follow him 
on the way to Jerusalem on the way of the cross. We will mark 
this transition in worship with the tradition of “putting away 
the Alleluias” until Easter. 

February 14, First Sunday in Lent:  “These forty days called Lent 
are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to the God who 
rescues; to receive the gifts of God’s grace; to believe with the heart 
and confess with the mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus; and 
to resist temptation at every turn. This is no small pilgrimage on 
which we have just embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a 
struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, 
water and word, will uphold and sustain us.” 

February 21, Second Sunday in Lent: In today’s gospel, Luke 
13:31-35, Jesus is keenly aware of the dangers that surround 
him and that lie before him as he journeys to Jerusalem. Even 
though he knows full well that he is heading to his own death, 
he expresses his love for those who betray and reject him:  “How 
often I have desired to gather your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!”

February 28, Third Sunday in Lent: In today’s gospel, Luke 
13:1-9, Jesus is asked about recent tragic events of his day, and 
whether suffering is a deserved punishment. He responds with 
a hard call to obedience. Then he tells a parable that holds 
out hope that God’s ultimate judgment will be tempered by 
patience. This is good news!

March 6, Fourth Sunday in Lent: This morning’s gospel 
reading is the familiar parable of the Prodigal Son, in Luke 
15:11-32. Or is it the parable of the Obedient but Ungrateful 
Older Son? Or perhaps the parable of the Foolish Father? 

“Return to the Lord your God…” 

Ash Wednesday Worship
Service of Holy Communion with Rite of Imposition of Ashes

February 10, 2016, 7:00 p.m.
At Center Lutheran Church, 1498 Center Road

Combined service for Big Spring United, Center, 
St. Peter’s, and Zion Lutheran Churches 

Pastor Dana Blouch-Hanson, preaching and Pastor Dona 
Cummings presiding; Pastor Jean Kuebler, harpist

In the words of the day’s psalm, “Happy are those whose 
transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!” 

March 13, Fifth Sunday in Lent--Taizé Service:  Our liturgy for 
this fifth Sunday in Lent will be a peaceful and contemplative 
service that incorporates prayer songs from the Taizé 
community in France. Our worship will include traditional 
hymns as well as Taizé songs for Lent. The service will feature 
the chancel choir, the BSU quartet, and special harp music. 

March 20, Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion:  Our worship 
will begin outdoors (weather permitting), with Blessing of the 
Psalms and Procession with Psalms, with a cameo appearance 
by Ribbons the donkey. The service continues with a dramatic 
narration of the Passion according to St. Luke. We journey with 
Jesus from his triumphal entry into Jerusalem to his death on a 
cross and burial in the tomb. The BSU Orchestra will provide 
special music. 

March 27, Resurrection of our Lord: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! We will begin the morning with an 
Easter Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m. Weather permitting, we will 
gather on top of the hill at the corner of Rt. 641 and Crossroad 
School Road. After the Sunrise Service, everyone is invited to 
our Easter breakfast. The celebration continues with a Festival 
Service of Holy Communion at 10:15 a.m., with special music 
provided by the BSU Chancel Choir and BSU Orchestra. 

April 3, Second Sunday of Easter—Holy Humor Sunday/
Youth Sunday: Christ is risen indeed! Death has lost its sting. 
The devil has lost the battle! God gets the last laugh, and all 
creation gets to join in the joy of irrepressible life and salvation! 
We will continue the ancient tradition of celebrating the 
second Sunday of Easter with profound hilarity. This will also 
be a Youth Sunday, with worship leadership provided by our 
children and youth. As the salad said, “Lettuce rejoice!” 

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT BSULC

HAVE YOU BEEN THINKING 
ABOUT BAPTISM? 

Do you desire to be baptized yourself? Or 
would you like to have your child baptized? 
If so, that’s wonderful! Lent is a traditional 
season for baptismal preparation, and Easter 
Eve (which falls this year on March 26) is 
an especially meaningful and appropriate 
time for celebrating baptisms, as is the entire 
season of Easter. To arrange for pre-baptismal 
instruction and to schedule a baptismal date, 
please contact Pastor Jean soon at 440-3515 or 
jnkuebler@pa.net. 
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Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion, March 20, 10:15 a.m. at 
BSULC. “Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord!” Festival service with Procession with 
Palms (with Ribbons the donkey) and dramatic reading of the 
Passion according to St. Luke. 

Maundy Thursday Service of Holy Communion, March 24, 
7:00 p.m. at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 210 Brick Church 
Road, Newville, with Vicar Joseph Graumann, Jr., preaching. 
Combined service for BSU, Center, St. Peter’s, and Zion 
Lutheran Churches. Our traditional Maundy Thursday liturgy 
includes the (optional) rite of footwashing, in response to 
Jesus’ example of humble service and his command to “love 
one another” . The liturgy also includes the stripping of the 
altar, as a symbolic reminder of Jesus’ abandonment, arrest, and 
suffering on the night before his death. 

Good Friday Liturgy, March 25, 3:00 p.m. at Zion Lutheran 
Church, 51 W. Main St., Newville. Combined service for BSU, 
Center, St. Peter’s, and Zion Lutheran Churches. The liturgy 
includes a reading of the Passion according to St. John, solemn 
bidding prayers, and adoration of the cross. 

Good Friday Community Cross Walk, March 25, 7:00 p.m., in 
Newville, sponsored by the Big Spring Inter-Church Council. 
This approximately 1 mile long prayer walk begins at the 
parking lot behind Zion Lutheran Church (across from the 
Newville Community Park), and ends with prayer before the 
cross at the Newville Fountain. We will process with a large 
wooden cross through the town, and stop at various locations 
to pray for our community. Walkers are welcome to participate 

in some or all of the prayer walk, as they are able. Rain location: 
Zion Lutheran Church, 51 W. Main St. 

Good Friday Service, March 25, 7:30 p.m. at St. Peter 
Lutheran. All are welcome at this traditional evening service, 
hosted by St. Peter and Center Lutheran Churches. 

Easter Vigil, Saturday, March 26, 7:00 p.m. at BSULC: 
Combined service for BSU, Center, St. Peter’s, and Zion 
Lutheran Churches. This ancient liturgy of the church includes 
fire and water, darkness and light. We gather outdoors around 
the fire, then process indoors by candlelight, sing praises to the 
mystery of this great night of Christ’s resurrection, hear some 
of the great salvation stories from scripture, celebrate baptisms, 
and celebrate the first Communion of Easter. This is one of the 
most beautiful and meaningful services of the church year. 

Easter Sunrise Service, March 27, 7:00 a.m. at BSULC, up on 
the hill, weather permitting. Come and rejoice in the risen Son! 
We’ll have a fire pit, but dress warmly and bring a lawn chair 
and/or blankets. A delicious and hearty Easter breakfast follows 
the Sunrise Service. All are welcome! 

Easter Festival Service, March 27, 10:15 a.m. at BSULC: Christ 
is risen indeed! Alleluia! We will celebrate with trumpets and 
flowers, exuberant bells and joyful hymns, and abundant 
alleluias. “The day of resurrection! Earth tell it out abroad, the 
Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. From death to life 
eternal, from sin’s dominion free, our Christ has brought us over 
with hymns of victory.” 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP

PASSOVER SEDER MEAL
THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2016, 
6:00 P.M. AT BSU
The Seder meal recalls the Passover and Exodus 
stories, and celebrates the gift of freedom. It is 
a worship service, a family gathering, a time of 
fellowship and good food-- and also a lot of 
fun. The Seder is a Jewish tradition. However, as 
Christians, the Seder can teach us a great deal about 
the Jewish roots of our own faith. The Passover story of 
redemption is also part of our faith story. 

The Newville area Lutheran churches began celebrating a 
Seder meal together over twenty years ago, in the context 
of our shared confirmation ministry. The Seder was 
introduced as a way to teach the Exodus story, to learn 
more about a sister faith tradition, and to enrich our 
appreciation of how Passover and Exodus themes echo in 
our own Christian liturgy. Participation in the Seder is still 
an expectation of our current confirmation program.  

Many volunteers are needed to set up and clean up, help 
prepare the main meal, and provide Passover side dishes 
or desserts. A sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. Many good Passover recipes are 
available on line; Pastor Jean can also provide suitable 
Passover dessert and side-dish recipes, if needed. 

There is no charge to attend the meal, but free-will 
donations will help defray costs. Please register by signing 
up on the sheet in the narthex, or by e-mailing jnkuebler@
pa.net. The registration deadline is Sunday, March 13th. 
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Welcome
WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS! 
On December 27, 2015, we welcomed four new members 
into our congregation:  Carol Gibbs and Angela Werndle 
joined through affirmation of baptism.  Angela’s sons, 
Joshua and William Straining, received the sacrament of 
Holy Baptism.  Josh just turned sixteen in December, and 
Bill will be nine in April.  They live with their mother in 
Loysville; Angie works as a dental assistant in Carlisle.  Car-
ol is a California native and Newville resident. She is retired 
from a career in the banking industry.  Thanks be to God 
for these sisters and brothers in Christ!

COMMUNITY LENTEN LUNCHEONS
Sponsored by the Big Spring Inter-Church Council 
Fridays of Lent, February 12-March 18, 2016, 
12 noon-1:00 p.m.
At First United Presbyterian Church, 
111 Big Spring Ave, Newville

This year’s theme is “Feasting and Fasting”. All are welcome. 
Each week, a local pastor leads devotions and shares a brief 
message, then a simple lunch is shared. A suggested free-
will offering of $3.00 supports various local and global 
ministries. The schedule of preachers and meal providers 
will be as follows:

February 12: Pastor John Hess, Newville COB
February 19: Pastor Dana Blouch-Hanson, Zion Lutheran
February 26, Pastor Chris Faylor, Big Spring Heights COG
March 4: Pastor Jean Kuebler, Big Spring United Lutheran
March 11: Pastor Vern Gauthier, First United Presbyterian
March 18: Pastor Wayne Good, Newville First COG

LENTEN VESPERS SERVICES
Wednesday evenings of Lent, 
February 17-March 16, 2016
Sponsored by the Bloserville Fellowship

Location and details for 2016 TBD. Watch the weekly 
bulletin, our FaceBook page, or the church website (www.
bsulc.org) for information. 
The Bloserville Fellowship is an ecumenical partnership 
of five congregations in the greater Bloserville area: 
Big Spring United Lutheran Church, Center Lutheran 
Church, McClure’s Gap Church of God, St. Mary’s United 
Methodist Church, and St. Peter’s Lutheran Church. 
Together, we provide a Vacation Bible School for the 
community each summer and come together for midweek 
services each Lent. 

A JOURNEY OF FAITH
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 10, 2016, BSULC folks 
are invited to accept the challenge to “WALK TO JERUSA-
LEM during the Lenten season.

**IT IS APPROXIMATELY 6300 
MILES FROM 

HERE TO JERUSALEM.**

We have approximately 7 weeks to accomplish this, so 
therefore we should walk in TOTAL, no less than 900 miles 
per week. 

We’ve done it before, we can do it again!!

HOW TO RECORD YOUR MILES:
Individuals should locate their name on the list provided 
and record the TOTAL number of miles accumulated at 
the end of that week. (please keep track of your individual 
miles separately and only put the TOTAL in the space 
provided). 

**THE WEEK WILL END ON SATURDAYS, SO THAT 
WHEN YOU COME TO CHURCH ON SUNDAY, YOU 
WILL BE ABLE TO RECORD YOUR MILES. 

THE WALK WILL OFFICIALLY END ON
EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 27th.**

So, dust off those sneakers, get out your skis, walk on the 
treadmill, jog, swim, or whatever you enjoy and
clock those miles!
(Put your pedometer on while your grocery shopping. 
You will be surprised at how much walking you do!!!)
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March Worship Assistants
 Acolytes 
 6  Nicholas Moul
 13  Alex Heckendorn
 20 Lennon Anderson
 26 Nicholas Moul
 27 Bailey Guttshall
Cross & Torch Bearers   20  Gehman family - Palm Sunday
     27  Belden/Anderson/Zeigler family - Easter  
Lector  Todd & Alec Moul      
Communion Assistants  Lisa Ellerman & Teresa Moomaw
                     Jerry Clouse & Suelyn Reisinger
Greeters  Myra Barrick
Altar Guild  Amy Gehman
Ushers 6, 13 Joe & Robin Tolan
 20, 27 Greg Ellerman & Layne Barrick

Assisting Ministers
 6 Barry Wmith
 13 Boyd Weary
 20 Elizabeth Anderson
 26 Rae Ann Brougher
 27 Jerry Clouse

THINKING OF YOU CARD SHOWER...
If you have a few extra minutes, send a little message to those 
who cannot be with us each Sunday. Here are just a few, if 
you know of anyone else, please give their name and address 
to Barbara Weary to be placed in the Sunday bulletin.

Barbara Robinholt
292 Smith Road
Shippensburg, PA 17257

Franz Schauer
8607 Park Road
Orrstown, PA  17244

PRAYER CHAIN 
To place someone on the prayer chain, please call one of the 
following:  Linda Thornburgh (961-9580), Pat McKeehan 
(249-4010 or 448-9555) or Pastor Jean (440-3515)

MEMBERS IN THE MILITARY
Please keep these members serving 
in the military in your prayers. 
If you have a few moments, send 
them a message from home.

CPL Kasey Willis
8351 5th Ave
Norfolk, VA  23511

 1 Janelle Miller
 2 Branda Schock
 4 Carolyn Hoover
 5 Shani Shenk
 6 Barry Smith
 7 Marlene Moul
 8 Tanya Brown
 9 Emily Cobaugh
 11 Lucas Shenk
 16 Greg Ellerman II

 18 Pat McKeehan
 18 Todd Moul
 22 Leonard Snyder
 25 Danielle Luckey
 28 Charlee Schock

 Anniversaries
 10 Mark & Karen Mallin
 28 Greg II & Kerry Ellerman

February Birthdays & Anniversaries

 1 Rae Ann Brougher
 1 Mike Reed
 2 Bridget McAlister
 5 Teri Istle
 5 Julie Barrick
 5 Mark Mallin
 7 Andrew Collins
 13 Lennon  Anderson
 15 Doris Snyder
 15 Hunter Adams
 23 Durwin Ellerman

 23 Olivia Dechene
 24 Tyriq Laney
 26 Erwin Wiser
 28 Myra Barrick 
 29 Tommy Gehman
 31 Maynard Brandt

 Anniversaries
 9 Todd & Dennette Moul
 27 Harry & Peggy Wheeler
 28 Rhonda & Scott Willis
 29 Larry & Marlene Moul

March Birthdays & Anniversaries

February Worship Assistants
 Acolytes 
 7 Lucas Shenk
 14 Bailey Gutshall
 21 Lola Gehman
 28 Tommy Gehman
Cross & Torch Bearers  Belden/Anderson/Zeigler family 
      Transfiguration of our Lord
Lector  Deb Ellerman     
Communion Assistants  Andrea Ramos & Myra Barrick
Greeters  Deb & Dur Ellerman
Altar Guild  Deb Ellerman
Ushers 7, 14   Jerry Clouse & Larry Reisinger
 21, 28   Durwin & Deb Ellerman

Assisting Ministers
 7 Jerry Clouse
 14 Betsy Hilliard
 21 Rae Ann Brougher
 28 Pat Belden

Church Office Phone:  717-776-3109  
Church Office Hours:  Thursday from 9:30–11:30 a.m. 
(These hours may vary as volunteers are available. Please phone 
to be sure someone is available.) 
The pastor’s scheduled office hours are listed below, as well as 
other times by appointment. Pastor Jean can always be reached 
by cell phone at 440-3515 or e-mail at jnkuebler@pa.net. 
Feb. 1-2, cont. ed., Hershey
Feb. 3-5, prayer retreat, Mt Saviour
Mon, Feb. 8, 9:30-1:30
Tues, Feb. 9, 9:30-1:30
Wed, Feb. 10, 9:30-1:30
Fri, Feb. 12, 9:30-11:45
Mon, Feb. 15, 9:30-1:30
Tues, Feb. 16, 9:30-1:30
Wed, Feb. 17, 9:30-1:30
Fri, Feb. 20, 9:30-11:45
Mon, Feb. 22, 9:30-1:30
Tues, Feb. 23, 9:30-1:30
Wed, Feb. 24, 9:30-1:30
Fri, Feb. 26, 9:30-11:45
Mon, Feb. 29, food bank
Tues, Mar. 1, conference mtg
Wed, Mar. 2, 9:30-1:30

OFFICE HOURS AT THE CHURCH AND 
OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION

The e-mail addresses for the church are:
bigspringunited@centurylink.net   (church office)
pastorbsulc@centurylink.net or jnkuebler@pa.net (pastor)

Fri, Mar. 4, 9:30-11:45
Mon, Mar. 7, 9:30-1:30
Tues, Mar. 8, 9:30-1:30
Wed, Mar. 9, 9:30-1:30
Fri, Mar. 11, 9:30-11:45
Mon, Mar. 14, deans mtg
Tues, Mar. 15, BSICC mtg
Wed, Mar. 16, 9:30-1:30
Fri, Mar. 18, 9:30-11:45
Mon, Mar. 21, food bank
Tues, Mar. 22, renewal of vows
Wed, Mar. 23, 9:30-1:30
Fri, Mar. 25, 9:30-1:30
Mon, Mar. 28, retreat day
Tues, Mar. 29, 9:30-1:30
Wed, Mar. 30, 9:30-1:30
Fri, April 1, 9:30-1:30
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 MERRY MAKERS
CRAFTS, COFFEE & CONVERSATION
FEBRUARY 8 AND MARCH 14
10:15 A.M.–12:15 P.M.!
The next Merry Makers meetings will be 
February 8th and March 14th. 10:15-12:15. 
Even if you haven’t been a part of this group before, 
please feel free to join us.  Bring your craft projects to 
work on or join others in working on crafts for our an-
nual bazaar and a quilted quilt for the Brenda Wheeler 
Music Festival.  Plans are also in the process to provide 
new Chrismons for our Christmas tree—more details 
about that later.    Just come and have a good time.  
Please contact Linda Thornburgh (961-9580) or Pat 
McKeehan (249-4010) if you have any questions.
 
Inclement weather!  Remember if Big Spring has a delay 
or closing, there will be no Merry Makers on that day.

Valentines  
 Dance

EASTER SUNDAY BREAKFAST
Please plan to join us on Easter Sunday following the 
Sunrise service for breakfast. There will be a sign-up 
sheet put on the bulletin board in early March. 
Hope to see you there.

Valentines Day Dinner 
Dance Poster

Pot Pie Poster

FELLOWSHIP EVENT SCHEDULE
February 13  6 pm  Valentines Dance
March 5 4–7 pm  Pot Pie Dinner
March 12  1 pm Egg Hunt
March 17  6 pm Seder Meal
May 7  4–7 pm  Kris Zeigler Turkey Dinner
May 22  Congregational Covered Dish
June 19   Father’s Day celebration
July 10  Covered Dish Luncheon
August 20 6 pm Cookout & Bonfire
September 24  11 am–4 pm  BMW Music Festival 
October 29  6 pm  Halloween Party 
November 5 4–7pm  Pot Pie Dinner
November 19 8 am–2 pm  Holiday Craft Bazaar
December 3  6 pm Christmas Dinner
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FEBRUARY YOUTH AND 
FELLOWSHIP EVENT

BOWLING AT MIDWAY BOWLING ALLEY
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH 3:00 - 5:00 PM

Join us for a fun afternoon of bowling and fellowship 
at Midway Bowling Alley. Please bring a snack or 
drink to share. RSVP to Lauren or Mark and bring 
your friends!

CONFIRMATION NEWS:   

Classes meet on Sundays from 1:00-3:00 
p.m. at BSU.  Our class schedule and 
topics this spring will be as follows:

February 14—Lutheran identity
February 28—How Lutherans read scripture
March 13—Your body, God’s creation
April 3—Evangelism and Outreach:  Sharing Faith, 
Serving Others 

Please remember that you are expected to attend at least 
two of the following special services during Lent and 
Holy Week: 
o Ash Wednesday, 7:00 p.m, February 10, 2016, Center 

Lutheran
o Maundy Thursday, 7:00 p.m, March 24, 2016, St. 

Peter’s Lutheran 
o Good Friday Liturgy, 3:00 p.m, March 25, 2016, Zion 

Lutheran 
o Good Friday Prayer Walk, 7:00 p.m, March 25, 2016, in 

Newville 
o Easter Vigil, Saturday, 7:00 p.m, March 26, 2016 at BSU 

Confirmands are also expected to attend the Seder meal on Thursday, March 17, 2016, 6:00 p.m., at BSU.  
Families and friends are welcome.  Please sign up by Sunday, March 13th. 

EASTER EGG HUNT  
SATURDAY, MARCH 12   
AT 1 P.M. AT BSU
BSU will once again be holding 
our annual Easter Egg Hunt at 1:00 pm on Saturday, 
March 12th. There will be games, food, and prizes for 
everyone. Please bring a snack or drink to share and 
don’t forget your Easter basket. The event is rain or 
shine. If raining, we will hold the egg hunt and games 
inside the church. Donations of filled plastic eggs or 
bags of candy would be greatly appreciated and can be 
given to Lauren or Mark. Spread the word and we hope 
to see you there!

SUNDAY, APRIL 3
HOLY HUMOR AND YOUTH SUNDAY
Celebrating God having the last laugh over sin and death. 
You won’t want to miss it!

New Members  11-22-2016
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UPDATE ON DISCERNMENT ABOUT 
SAME-SEX MARRIAGE
Shared at the BSULC annual congregational meeting, 
January 17, 2016

•	 I’m going to begin with a little history. In 2009, the ELCA 
churchwide assembly made several important decisions 
related to human sexuality. These decisions came about 
after many years of task forces and study documents, 
scriptural study and theological conversations. Our 
denomination concluded that faithful Christians of good 
will, who took the Bible seriously and read the Bible 
carefully, could still reach different conclusions on the 
morality of homosexual behavior.

•	We could agree that gays and lesbians should be fully 
welcome in worship and congregational life. We could 
agree that it is okay to be gay or lesbian, as long as you 
remained celibate. We could agree that it is not okay for 
anyone, straight or gay, to engage in promiscuous or abusive 
or exploitative sexual behavior. But we could not agree on 
whether it is okay for gays or lesbians to be in a committed, 
monogamous, life-long relationship. We basically agreed 
to disagree on that one—and to respect each other’s 
convictions of conscience. 

•	 In 2009, the churchwide assembly decided that in some 
contexts, blessing of same-sex unions could be a faithful 
and pastoral thing to do. It was not mandatory. No one 
was obligated to do this. But for the first time, this was 
permitted in our church. This made some people happy, 
and horrified others.

•	 In 2009, for better or worse, the ELCA also allowed for the 
ordination of gays or lesbians who were in committed, 
monogamous, life-long relationships. (In 2009, same-sex 
marriage was not a legal option in most of the country). Be 
clear that up until this time, our rules had been that pastors 
must be either celibate or married. We have always had 
some gay and lesbian pastors serving in the ELCA. But until 
2009, they had been required to be single and celibate. 

•	After those 2009 decisions in the ELCA, there was some 
turmoil. But the great majority of our denomination was 
willing to focus on all the things that united us—one faith, 
one Lord, one baptism, one mission. 

•	Then, in 2014, same-sex marriage became legal in PA. Then 
last year, the Supreme Court ruled in favor of “marriage 
equality” for the whole country. Some of us see this as a 
major civil rights victory, some of us see it as evidence that 
the whole country is going to hell in a handbasket, and 
many of us are somewhere in between. Some of us can 
accept same-sex marriage as legitimate in the civil realm, 
but not as something that should be blessed by the church, 
while others of us think that the church should be able to 
bless all marriages. 

•	Meanwhile, our denomination still does not have a single 
definitive theological position on same-sex marriage. We 
are not an authoritarian church where someone tells us 

what we must believe on every social issue. Our Lutheran 
tradition takes freedom of conscience very seriously. So 
with respect to same-sex marriage, we are still in that place 
of “agreeing to disagree”. 

•	Once same-sex marriage was suddenly a legal reality, our 
bishop and synod council urged pastors and congregations 
to address the issue in a proactive way, rather than avoiding 
it. (The bishop and synod council did not require pastors 
or congregations to decide a certain way; they simply 
encouraged congregations to be aware of the new realities, 
to think through the implications, and respond in a faithful 
way).

•	Pastors are not required to perform same-sex marriages. 
But now, they may do so. For the first time in our history, it 
has become a live option.

•	 So I was the one to bring the question last year to our 
council. Not because I have a particular agenda here: I do 
not. I brought it up because I believe that sooner or later, 
the issue will come to us, and I believe it would be helpful 
for us to have a clear policy, one way or the other.

•	 Sooner or later, there’s going to be someone we love—a 
church member, or a family member, or a family friend—
who happens to be gay or lesbian, and has just gotten 
engaged, and who wants to have a Christian wedding 
performed by the pastor.

•	Again, let me be very clear. On a purely personal level, 
I think I would be open to performing such a wedding. 
At the very least, I would want to give such a request 
careful consideration. But as a pastor, I can’t just do 
whatever I want. In addition to being responsible to my 
own conscience, I am also responsible to our Lutheran 
confessional documents, to my ordination vows—and, 
to my calling body, which is this congregation. I have no 
interest in free-lancing or acting unilaterally.

•	 So far, I haven’t had any same-sex couples ask me to do 
their wedding. And I’m certainly not out fishing. But if 
and when the request comes, and if it were something I 
felt called to do, I would have an obligation to inform the 
council and seek their blessing. And if the council said no, 
then I would have to direct that couple to another pastor 
and congregation where their marriage would be welcome.

•	Our marriage policy at BSU is currently the same as it 
has always been. The question our council is considering 
right now is whether we want to make our marriage policy 
more inclusive, so as to allow for the possibility of same-
sex marriage, or whether we want to leave things as they 
are, and stick with the traditional position that Christian 
marriage can only be between a man and a woman. 

•	The reality is that our congregation is not of one mind on 
this topic, and we are unlikely to reach total consensus. 
For some of us, it’s not a big deal, but others of us feel 
passionately about it, one way or the other. And it can be 
very scary and stressful even to raise the topic. 

•	Last November, we offered a two-hour forum on the 
Lutheran approach to biblical interpretation and how 

continued on next page
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this applies to issues like same-sex marriage. That forum 
was led by Pastor Connie Mentzer, chair of our synod’s 
Congregational Leadership Resource Team, and by Pastor 
Sharron Blezard, one of the assistants to our bishop. We 
had about twenty people who attended. I thought the 
presentation was helpful and that the conversation was 
honest and respectful. We didn’t resolve anything. But we all 
learned and listened to one another.

•	After the forum, our council was still left with the question: 
what now? Where do we go from here? The council did 
not feel ready to make a decision at this point, and thought 
it would be helpful to have more input from the whole 
congregation. So, if you have questions or concerns or 
thoughts about all of this, please speak directly with me, or 
with any of your elected council members.  

•	Especially when we are not of one mind about something, 
it is important that we do our best to communicate openly 
and honestly, with gentleness and mutual respect. That 
means no anonymous communication, no gossip, and no 
rumors. We are called to “speak the truth in love”. 

•	The council and I also want your input about whether we 
should schedule more opportunities for listening to one 
another and listening to what the Spirit is saying to us on 
this issue. Would you find it helpful to have some Bible 
study on the relevant scripture passages? Would you find 
it helpful to do more study together of the church’s social 
statements? Would you like to schedule a forum or two 
where we come together for more prayer and conversation 
about this? Or are you sick to death of this topic and eager 
to table the whole conversation for now? Please let us know 
what you would find most helpful personally, and what you 
think would be most helpful for our life and mission as a 
congregation. 

•	That’s where we’re at right now, as best as I can summarize 
it. 

•	Finally, and most important: Please pray about this. Please 
pray for me. Pray for our congregation council. Pray for 
God’s guidance and wisdom in this and in all things. Thank 
you! 

Pastor Jean, January 17, 2016

A NEW DIRECTION FOR STEWARDSHIP
As we leave the Christmas season and enter the New 
Year, the “Most Wonderful Time of the Year” may seem 
as if it is behind us, at least for the time being. We 
might wish we could continue this season of giving 
and the feeling it gives us, even for just a little while 
longer. 

In the past, stewardship programs at many different 
churches (including ours) have mainly been capital 
campaigns, focusing on the financial and volunteer 
staffing needs of the church. While these are certainly 
important, it may be better for a church to stress a 
member’s own personal need to give in order to grow 
in his or her relationship with Christ. As Christians, 
we are stewards not only of our funds, but of our time, 
our minds, of the message of the Gospel, of sound 
doctrine, and of the unique legacy and resources of 
our own congregation. We as individuals need to be 
good stewards of all of these things and more in order 
to grow in a personal relationship with God. 

It is from this perspective that the stewardship 
committee introduces our motto for 2016, and 
hopefully beyond – “It’s a Way of Life.” Stewardship 
should not be a rote exercise in meeting the church 
budget for the next year and filling volunteer slots. 
It should instead be a focus on our identity as a 
congregation and as people of God, and on our need 
to give for the sake of our own spiritual growth. 
Stewardship should stress not only the sharing of our 
time, talent and other resources, but on understanding 
our position in the local community and the church 
at large, and on what role we can uniquely play in 
furthering God’s kingdom both individually and 
together. We give in response to the grace of God in 
our own lives, and in doing so we also grow in our 
personal relationships with Jesus Christ, and with our 
fellow BSULC members. Out of that personal growth, 
the “mission footprint” of the church also grows.  

What better way to continue the Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year into the coming months and years, 
than by being good stewards of all He has given 
us, and growing in our relationships with Jesus 
Christ? The first phase will begin prior to Lent with 
some Temple Talks and special events, followed by 
distribution of stewardship materials on April 17 and 
a Commitment Sunday on May 22. Stay tuned as we 
move forward into a new season of giving.  

Update	on	discernment	about	same-sex	marriage continued...

Christmas Dinner and Tree Decorating  12-5-2015
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“ONE SYNOD. ONE BOOK.” PREPARE FOR CTIM
DECEMBER 10, 2015 BY SHARRON BLEZARD

SAVE THE DATE: APRIL 2, 2016
HUNGRY FOR JUSTICE AND MERCY
The next Congregations Together in Mis-
sion Event (CTIM) is Saturday, April 2, 2016. 
Presenter, author, and passionate social justice 
speaker Shane Claiborne feeds our hunger for justice and 
mercy at St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 30 West Chestnut 
Street, Hanover, PA.

About Shane Claiborne
Shane Claiborne graduated from Eastern University and 
did graduate work at Princeton Seminary. In 2010, he re-
ceived an Honorary Doctorate from 
Eastern. His adventures have taken 
him from the streets of Calcutta 
where he worked with Mother Teresa 
to the wealthy suburbs of Chicago 
where he served at the influential 
mega-church Willow Creek. As a 
peacemaker, his journeys have taken him to some of the 
most troubled regions of the world – from Rwanda to 
the West Bank – and he’s been on peace delegations in 
Afghanistan and Iraq.

Shane is a founder and board member of The Simple 
Way, a faith community in inner city Philadelphia that 
has helped birth and connect radical faith communities 
around the world. He is married to Katie Jo, a North 
Carolina girl who also fell in love with the city (and 
with Shane). They were wed in St. Edwards church, 

the formerly abandoned cathedral into 
which homeless families relocated in 1995, 
launching the beginning of the Simple Way 
community and a new phase of faith-based 
justice making.

Shane writes and travels extensively speaking about 
peacemaking, social justice, and Jesus. Shane’s books 
include Jesus for President, Red Letter Revolution, Com-
mon Prayer, Follow Me to Freedom, Jesus, Bombs and Ice 
Cream, Becoming the Answer to Our Prayers – and his 
classic The Irresistible Revolution. He has been featured 
in a number of films including “Another World Is Pos-
sible” and “Ordinary Radicals.” His books are translated 
into more than a dozen languages. Shane speaks over 100 
times a year, nationally and internationally.

His work has appeared in Esquire, SPIN, Christianity 
Today, and The Wall Street Journal, and he has been on 
everything from Fox News and Al Jazeera to CNN and 
NPR. He’s given academic lectures at Harvard, Princeton, 
Brown, Liberty, Duke, and Notre Dame. Shane speaks 
regularly at denominational gatherings, festivals, and 
conferences around the globe. Follow him online at:

Facebook: ShaneClaiborne
Twitter: @ShaneClaiborne
Questions?  Contact Deacon Marsha Roscoe at mroscoe@
lss-elca.org.

“with little acts of radical love” 
and through the movements of the 
Holy Spirit be a part of God’s mending of this beautiful, 
broken world.

Join us in reading and discussing The Irresistible Revo-
lution: living as an ordinary radical this winter so that 
you’ll be able to get the most out of CTIM in April.

Click here to visit the Hearts & Minds Bookstore website 
to purchase your copy at a 25% discount AND support 
your area independent Christian bookseller, or call the 
Dallastown store at 717-246-3333. (Note: A special 10th 
Anniversary edition of The Irresistible Revolution comes 
out in early January. You can pre-order that edition 
through Hearts & Minds now.)

The book is also available for e-readers through Amazon 
(Kindle) and Barnes & Noble (Nook).

Looking for a good book? Want to be challenged to dig 
deeper into your faith and Christian witness? Our new 
“One Synod. One Book.” selection is designed to do just 
that. It’s recommended reading for anyone who plans to 
attend our 2016 CTIM (Congregations Together in Mis-
sion), where author Shane Claiborne will be the speaker.

During college, a professor told Claiborne, “Being a 
Christian is about choosing Jesus and deciding to do 
something incredibly daring with your life.” With this 
seed planted and nurtured in his heart, Claiborne’s 
faith “led him to dress the wounds of lepers with Moth-
er Teresa, visit families in Iraq amidst bombings, and 
dump $10,000 on Wall Street to redistribute wealth.” The 
Irresistible Revolution issues a radical Christian chal-
lenge to seek peace, be merciful, do justice, and alleviate 
the suffering in our own neighborhoods and around the 
world. Claiborne encourages readers to live out their faith 
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Below are the important facts to know from the December 
financials.

•	 The electricity bill for December was $658.47. Please 
strive to conserve energy. 

•	 For the month of December we received $6,011.63 
more than we spent in the General Fund. For the 
calendar year 2015 we spent $126.64 more than 
we have received in the General Fund. A strong 
December helped bring the year to almost dead even 
for expenses and receipts. 

•	 For the month of December we spent $2,027.76 more 
than we received in the Building Fund. However, 
that is including paying back $5,000 owed on the 
personal loan once again. For the calendar year 2015 
we received 2,841.15 more than we spent. We also 
decreased the personal loan amount owed by $10,000. 

Now we only owe $20,000 on the personal loan that 
started at $50,000 just a few years ago.

•	 Please keep an eye on funds as we head into 2016. 
While we ended 2015 on a very positive financial note, 
we still do not have much cushion in the General 
Fund. Our budget for 2016 is slightly increased due to 
increases in health insurance premiums.

•	 The balance in the endowment fund on 12/31/2015 
was $28,695.62.

For a more in-depth look at the finances (both receipts and 
expenses), please look for the council minutes and financial 
report to be posted the Sunday following the council 
meeting each month. The reports will be posted on the 
bulletin board outside of the pastor’s office. See Mike or 
Mark if you have additional questions.

A big thank you to Linda 
Thornburgh, Amy 
Gehman, Pat McKeehan, 
Jane Hoover, and all of 
the Merry Makers whose 
crafting work made the 

annual Holiday Bazaar a success. Over $3,000 was raised 
for our sanctuary fund.

Thank you to Barbara Weary who prepares our church 
bulletins each week. She collects information, types, prints, 
folds and staples as well as tries to make a good guess about 
how many bulletins will be needed for the week. Please 
assure her that if we run short of bulletins it’s a good thing 
in that we have a larger than anticipated attendance!

Thank you to all who helped decorate for Christmas. 
From lugging in and setting up the big tree to hanging 
garland under the windows, decorating and placing 
the crèche outside these elves were hard at work: Tim 
McAlister, Layne Barrick, Monk and Betsy Hilliard, Boyd 
Weary, and perhaps others whom I missed naming. Did 
these same elves remove the tree and decorations?

Thanks to Boyd Weary for driving a load of carolers 
around and showing us how to turn a wagon around in a 
small area! Barry, did you hear any comments from GRV 
folks regarding our “visit?”

It’s great to have access to our own professional printing 
from Dickinson! Thank you, Rae Ann Brougher, for 
designing all of the posters for our events, annual reports, 
anniversary booklet and all that you do to make BSUL look 
good! December and January were particularly busy for 
you this year!

2016 Big Spring United Lutheran Council
Below you will find phone numbers and email for our council 
members.  We hope you will feel free to contact any of them with 
any suggestions or concerns.  Council meets at 7 P.M. the second 
Tuesday of each month.  You are welcome to attend any meetings 
or speak at the beginning of the meeting during the open comment 
period.  Most recent minutes of the council meetings are posted 
outside the pastor’s office.

Layne Barrick, 776-6980, lbjul@embarqmail.com

Rae Ann Brougher, 243-7411,  lrbrougher@centurylink.net

Jerry Clouse, vice president, 776-5263, jaclouse@mccormicktaylor.com

Karen Copenhaver, 385-7594, kecopenhaver@yahoo.com

Lisa Ellerman, president, 440-2415,  ellermal@dickinson.edu

Betsy Hilliard, 258-4283, hilliard@pa.net

Andrea Ramos, secretary, 385-0316, aramos7584@gmail.com

Suelyn Reisinger, 602-0524, lrr2golf@comcast.net

Boyd Weary, 226-3359, wearyb@centurylink.net 

Mike Zeigler, treasurer, 249-4956, mizeigler@comcast.net     

Pastor Jean Kuebler, 440-3515, jnkuebler@pa.net

Mark Zeigler, financial secretary, 440-0985, goldeneyez9@gmail.com 

Christmas Eve Service 12-24-2015
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Holiday Craft Bazaar  11-19-2015

Blood Pressure Check:  Anna Failor, a retired nurse, is 
volunteering her time on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month from 12:15 – 1:00 p.m., to help you keep track of this 
important health indicator.

Exercise Classes Offered

Zumba Gold – every Monday and Thursday at 9:00 a.m. at 
the First United Presbyterian Church.  The cost is $2.00 a class 
for those 60+/$5.0 a class for those 50 – 59.  Zumba Gold is a 
low intensity version of the Latin dance-inspired fitness class 
aimed at a more mature audience.  Research at Minot State 
University in North Dakota has indicated that classes not 
only have an effect on physical fitness, but also on cognitive 
(mental) function.  No need to sign up; just walk in.

Stretching – We stretch, using a video at the Big Spring Senior 
Center.  It is free for those who are members/$5.00 for non-
members or those 50 – 59.  Call for information on days/times 
(usually on Fridays).

T’ai Chi – In December this session is meeting on Tuesday 
mornings at 9 a.m. at the First United Presbyterian Church.  
The cost is $52 for members and $62 for non-members.  T’ai 
Chi is often described as “meditation in motion,” but it might 
well be called “medication in motion.”  There is a growing 
evidence that this mind-body practice, which originated in 
China as a martial art, has value in treating or preventing 
many health problems.  Please contact Center for information.

Yoga –This session is held from 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. held 
downstairs at the Big Spring Events and Community Center, 
2 Chestnut Street, Newville (side door).  Yoga is a mind-
body practice that combines stretching exercises, controlled 
breathing and relaxation.  Yoga can help reduce stress, lower 
blood pressure and improve heart function (from the Mayo 
Clinic website).  The cost is $65/$55 if you are a member of 
the Senior Center. 

Special Programming/Events

Men’s Breakfast –  On Friday, February 5th at 8:30 a.m. we 
will be holding the Men’s Breakfast.  Come out and enjoy a 
hot homemade breakfast made by Senior Center staff and its 
volunteers.  Cost is $5 per person.

Manicures and Make-Up Social – In preparation of the 
Valentine’s holiday weekend we are holding a Manicure and 
Make-up Session from 12:30 – 3:30 p.m. on Friday, February 
12th.  Cost will be $5 per person.  

Jack Frost/Valentine’s Pot Luck Dinner -  On Friday, February 
12th the Big Spring Senior invites all those 50 and better to 
attend its Valentine Dinner at 6:00 p.m. at the First United 
Presbyterian Church, 111 W. Big Spring Avenue, Newville.  
This will be a pot luck dinner, so please bring your favorite 
dish to share.  Place settings and drinks will be provided by the 
Senior Center.  Sign up no later than 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
February 11th.  
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